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Hello to all members of the Federazione Abruzzese di 
Hamilton e DistreƩo. I bring you greeƟngs from myself 
and our execuƟve members.  

Ciao a tuƫ i membri della Federazione Abruzzese di 
Hamilton e DistreƩo. Vi porto i saluƟ miei e dei nostri 
membri esecuƟvi. 

 

Since our last Bolleƫno we had a successful Abruzzo in Festa Dinner/
Dance at Liuna StaƟon on April 13, 2024. We had the privilege of pre-
senƟng the Premio Abruzzo to the Honourable Frank Iacobucci, reƟred 
JusƟce of the Supreme Court of Canada. It was an amazing evening en-
joyed by all.  

On Saturday August 10, 2024 we will be hosƟng an evening with Hamilton 
Forge FC, Hamilton’s Soccer Club. The cost is $40 which includes your game 
Ɵcket, a porcheƩa sandwich, snacks and non-alcoholic drinks. Parking is 
available at St. Anthony’s parking lot and can be purchased with your Ɵck-
et. It will be a fun evening and I look forward to seeing you.       

On Wednesday September 18, 2024 we will have our annual FesƟtalia Re-
gional Food Dinner at Carmen’s Event Centre. During the dinner, scholar-
ships will be presented to bright young students. Please consider joining us 
for an evening of delicious Abruzzese food, the Scholarship presentaƟons 
and music.   

As a commiƩee, we conƟnue to meet on the 2nd Monday of every month.  
We have moved our monthly meeƟngs to the new Hamilton Italian Centre 
located at 420 Crerar Dr. in Hamilton.  As always, we will conƟnue to re-
view our programs and make changes where our events can be more in-
viƟng to all.     

Come comitato, conƟnuiamo a incontrarci il 2° lunedì di ogni mese. Abbi-
amo spostato i nostri incontri mensili al nuovo Hamilton Italian Centre situ-
ato in 420 Crerar Dr. ad Hamilton. Come sempre, conƟnueremo a rivedere 
i nostri programmi e ad apportare modifiche per rendere i nostri evenƟ più 
invitanƟ per tuƫ. 

 

I hope you and your family conƟnue to have a safe and wonderful summer.  
I look forward to seeing you and meeƟng you at our upcoming events.     

Spero che tu e la tua famiglia conƟnuiate a trascorrere un'estate sicura e 
meravigliosa. Spero di vedervi e incontrarvi ai nostri prossimi evenƟ. 

 

DisƟnƟ saluƟ, 

Robert Ricci, President 
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ABRUZZO IN FESTA, APRIL 13, 2024 

Abruzzo in Festa is our annual 'spring fling' when we gather to celebrate the arrival of 
spring and the Premio Abruzzo Award Recipient. This year, the Premio Abruzzo award could 
not have gone to a more 'forte e genƟle' (strong and kind) abruzzese! Our warmest Con-
gratulaƟons to JusƟce Frank Iacobucci, reƟred Supreme Court Judge and recipient of count-
less recogniƟons for his dedicated service to Canada! JusƟce Iacobucci is the first Italian 
Canadian to sit on the Supreme Court of Canada! Born in Vancouver, he is also very proud 
of his roots in Cepagaƫ, Pescara, Abruzzo.  

He was very grateful to the Federazione Abruzzese of Hamilton for the Premio Abruzzo 
award. The award and event have also been acknowledged as far away as Abruzzo, Italy, 
with a congratulatory leƩer from Roberto 
Santangelo, Minister of Welfare, Culture 
and EducaƟon for the region of Abruzzo. 

With a fine dinner, speeches by dignitaries, entertainment by the band 
Daybreak and organeƫst Claudio Santaluce of Toronto, door/raffle priz-
es, the evening was a great celebraƟon for everyone! Big shout-outs to 
MC Larry Di Ianni, event Co-Chairs Sabrina LaCivita De SanƟs and Rita 
De Luca, event commiƩee members Robert Ricci, Marcel Cerminara, 
Lucy Mugheddu, Elda Faiella, Franca LaCivita, Angelo Di Ianni, Carmen 
DiBaƫsta, Livio DiNello, Tony Mastracci and everyone involved for mak-
ing it such a special occasion for this special abruzzese! 
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Angelo Di Ianni received an Award of DisƟncƟon, February 15, 2024, by the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board. 
He is Niagara Catholic’s founding Director of EducaƟon, serving first as the Director of the Wel-
land County Roman Catholic Separate School Board from 1995-1997, then as the Director/
Secretary Treasurer of the newly amalgamated Niagara Catholic District School Board from 1998-
2008.  Mr. Di Ianni was Chair of the English Catholic Council of Directors of EducaƟon (CODE) from 
2002-2003. In that role, he enthusiasƟcally advocated for the importance of a strong Catholic ed-
ucaƟon system in Ontario. He was the 2006 recipient of Niagara University’s Canadian Adminis-
trator of the Year.  In 2007. He received the Ontario Catholic Supervisory Officers’ AssociaƟon 
DisƟnguished Leadership Award. He created faith formaƟon programs for teachers, principals, 
and trustees, including the annual Advent celebraƟon for the Bishop, parish priests, and adminis-

trators. He also created and oversaw faith formaƟon opportuniƟes for non-teaching employees and Board sponsored reli-
gious educaƟon credit programs for all employees through Christ the King Seminary. Mr. Di Ianni recognized the importance 
of the home-school-parish triad in supporƟng the faith and educaƟonal life of students. Through this, he recognized the im-
portance of Catholic School Councils and Parent Involvement Councils and was instrumental in the creaƟon of the province’s 
first regional Catholic School Council. The Niagara FoundaƟon for Catholic EducaƟon was created under Mr. Di Ianni’s leader-
ship, as was the Niagara Catholic EducaƟon Award of DisƟncƟon and the Italian Heritage Language program, leading to gov-
ernment support and funding of all internaƟonal language programs. For his leadership in Catholic educaƟon and his innova-
Ɵon in ensuring students are offered relevant programming, we are proud to honour Angelo Di Ianni with a Niagara Catholic 
EducaƟon Award of DisƟncƟon.  TanƟ auguri da tuƫ noi! We wish you all the best, Angelo! 

 
Lucia Marchionda was awarded the 2023 Government of Canada Emerging Leader 
Award. 
This prestigious honour recognizes individuals who have made significant contributions to 
their communities through volunteerism, inspiring others to make a difference. Lucia re-
ceived the award for the Ontario region on April 15, 2024, in Ottawa, Ontario. As part of 
the award, Lucia was granted $5,000 to donate to a non-profit organization of her choice. 
She chose the Wish Heart Fund, which supports patients and families at McMaster Chil-
dren’s Hospital Oncology Ward. The donation will help provide toys, books, gift cards, and 
maintain the slushie machines for children battling cancer. The Federation wishes Lucia 
much continued success in her volunteerism and career goals! 

 
 

Vanessa Montrichard is a talented and rising Canadian cyclist, 18 years old and a first-year stu-
dent at Mohawk College, interested in business. She started riding the mountain bike trails in 
Dundas with her father for fun, then joined NCCH (National Cycling Centre Hamilton) in Ancaster 
to compete. During the pandemic, she worked super hard and was noticed the following season 
by a head coach. She competed at Milton track when it reopened post pandemic. She got her first 
National title as under 17 rider; Elimination race. Vanessa earned six additional National Track ti-
tles. She now rides for Valley Velo, a local women’s cycling team, supported by local businesses: 
Liuna Local 837, Velo Law, Holman and Cafe’ Domestique. Her short-term goals include Podium 
for 2025 Canadian Championships for Road race and Time Trial; to represent Canada at 2025 Pan 
Am Championship and Nations cups and Track Worlds. Vanessa’s long-term goals are to represent 
Canada at the 2028 Summer Olympics track or Road and to race with a world tour team. 

Vanessa’s grandparents are fellow abruzzesi; Vince DiBacco from Bagnaturo AQ and Mary Di Bacco from San Gabriele, TE. The 
FederaƟon wishes Vanessa much continued success and the realization of all her goals! 
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News from the Clubs 
 

The Brittolese picnic took place at Christie Conservation on Sunday June 30th. Lunch was porchetta and dinner was 
barbecued spiedini. The warmth and friendship of the Brittolesi people helped to lessen the chill in the air.  Everyone 
enjoyed the food and the company.  
Mary Mauro, President, Associazione Brittolese of Hamilton 
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Comitato per il Bollettino: Remo 
Presutti, Mary Mauro, Franca 
La Civita, Lena Liberale, Paula 
Mucci, Ersilia Di Nardo. 

Please inform a member of the    
execuƟve commiƩee of any mile-

stone birthdays, anniversaries, and 
cards of condolences.  


